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Description: 
Background:  In coastal areas of the United States, recreation and tourism account for 
large portions of the local economy.  For many coastal areas, they are the base on which 
the economy rests.  These economic sectors are also often perceived to be an integral part 
of a coastal way of life.  The possible impacts of OCS wind development – from such 
impacting factors as space-use conflicts, alteration of viewscapes, and accidental events – 
are major stakeholder concerns.   
 
One important step in the assessment of possible impacts of OCS wind development on 
tourism and recreation is to develop consistent and inclusive measures of economic 
activity and employment that is generated by those sectors of the local economy.  A 
related step is to develop consistent and inclusive measures of the subsets of those sectors 
that are built on environmental amenities that may be affected by OCS activities.  BOEM 
impact assessments address substantial coastal and near-coastal areas of affected states.  
These areas have large tourism and recreation industries, but not all of these activities are 
likely to be affected.  
 
BOEM recognizes that a portion of the relevant data/information needed to understand 
the full range of potential impacts may not currently exist given the infancy of the 
offshore wind industry in the United States.  

 
Objectives:  The overall goal of this study is to support BOEM assessment and decision-
making by providing relevant, timely and reliable information on the baseline of the 
coastal recreation and tourism industry in effected coastal counties in the Atlantic 
Region.  Long term, this baseline is intended for use in determining the potential impact 
of OCS wind development on the recreation and tourism sectors in affected coastal 
counties in the Atlantic Region.  Some specific goals of the study include: 
 

 Compile information on potential impacts of OCS wind development on the 
recreation and tourism sector 



 Develop economic profiles of the recreation and tourism sector of coastal counties 
that could potentially be affected by OCS wind development  

 Enable the spatial review of the data gathered through the develop a GIS database 

 
Importance to BOEM:  The possible impacts of OCS wind development – from such 
impacting factors as space-use conflicts, alteration of viewscapes, and accidental events – 
are major stakeholder concerns.  This study will seek to establish baseline data on the 
recreation and tourism economic sectors of coastal counties that could be affected by 
OCS wind development.  In addition the study will look at possible impacts of OCS wind 
development on the tourism and recreation sectors.   

 
Current Status:  Awarded April, 6 2011.  The contractor has submitted 70 county 
profiles for review. 
 
Final Report Due:  September 18, 2012 
 
Publications:  None 
 
Affiliated Web Sites:  None 
 
Revised Date:  March 16, 2012 
 
ESPIS: Environmental Studies Program Information System 
All completed ESP studies can be found here: 
http://www.data.boem.gov/homepg/data_center/other/espis/espisfront.asp 
 


